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Hatherleigh Town Council 

Notice of conclusion of audit 

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023 

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

1. The audit of accounts for Hatherleigh Town Council for the year ended 
31 March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been 
published. 

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for 
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Hatherleigh 
Town Council on application to: 

(a) t-'\ ~~ - ·R_. L<:> LA~ L LE: \£.}£ 
C L-e I\~ r- f'I ct"H J::><:>L.,~ON 

(b) 

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of d • 09:c) for each 
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. 

Announcement made by: (d) H ~ e. lo CJ<. 

Date of announcement: (e) l ~ ~~ 1--~m b-.e ( a...a 2.?, 

Notes 

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 
of the AGAR must be published 
by 30 September. This must 
include publication on the 
smaller authority's website, 
The smaller m1thonty must 
decide how long lo publish the 
Notice for; the AGAR and 
external auditor repon must be 
publicly available for 5 years 

(a) Insert the name, position and 
address of the person to whom 
local government electors should 
apply to inspect the AGAR 

(b) Insert the hours dunng which 
InspectIon rights may be 
exercised 

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for 
copying costs 

(d) Insert the name and position of 
person placing the notice 

(c) Insert the date of placing of the 
notice 

,www.pkf-l.com 



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23 

\!\ e acknowledge as the members of: 

-\ OWN Cou N c 1 L--
oLr rnsoons1biltty for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
th,: preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief. with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that: 

,.iq,,ment d,.mng the year. and for the preparanon of 
11e 'iCc:our.tng statements. 

2 .\·,, n1a 11'1!:cec an adequate system of internal control 
r· J'A'q rr•eas\Jres ces•gned to prevent and detect fraud 

·i,• c ,1T,,r t,.,n a,c reviewed its effectiveness 

r3 
! 'r-;;, ,, ere arcl no matters cf actual or potentral 

• or -r.nmpharn;e with iaws. re,Julat1011s and Pr"per 
r rt CP-5 that couHl hilV" a s,~Jn!ficar.t f,nanc,,il effec• 

1 , ab ,rty of H11s author,ty 10 r.oncuc.1 ,ts 
·ess or icanage ,ts finances 

c·. ;,·Je pr «' uppar•u111t, uunng t11,-yf•~r for 
"r. •.n•'<' se of ., . .,c:ors nghts in accmdance with tt1e 
~q«1rP,nie11ts of •he Accounts and Audit Reg1.lations 

5 'l',e carr-ed cvl ar. assessment of tne r,si<:;; facing this 
J' ~, ty 1nc too" appropr,ate steps to manage those 

v·lu<i•nq PH-• 1ntroduct1or1 oi ,nt,vnal controls andmr 
, u,.1"" ,e cover wnere reqi;1rF:-d 

6 ·1, t '.dl't-t! .,,rcughou\ \tie year an adequate ana 
1<: r' , ? ~~1<-.!~"1' ,..,, ,,,~-:~rf1A:I 811dit Af t!"e ;:,~cr-.un.r!r,a 

, c::vds and control sy;;terns 

7 ,c, ,ippropflate act-on on ali matters raised 
.r,-i '·o'll 1r ·er,ic1 ;ind external audit 

8 11twther ;iny .,tic_;ahon liabilities or 
T P"•· , ;, ,. ,(,n,s or transactions occurr,ng either 

,, 1'9 J:r Jfter th•;): year-end have a ftnanciaf 1mpact on 
'n s ;;«l!,or:ty ;ind where appropnate, have inciudcd them 

t1 e ,1cco1,;r,t,n9 ,t,itement::. 
t-·----------------------
il , •. , .(),.?, CO\Jl1(il:, on,y) Trust funds tnCIUCIOQ 

·<1, :,u.,:,, ·n 0ur c,ipaci!y as the so!e rnanag,ng 
.. ,~~e~~ we di~='~ht1f-Q(!C out acco~nt:1b1Hy 
• s. 'lS,l,,M,,-s ',, tne !und(s)1assets, nciuding 

• ·1,w,-,.~1 rnnort,ng and if req.iired. moep,mderH 
examinat,on O' audit 

'' 
• ' ' ,( ;1) 1•,' , ', 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

v 

.. 

g 
.wth the Accounts and Audit Rt1gu1at1ons 

made proper arrangem~nts and accepted rosp s,b 11r 
for safeguarding ine public mor:..:y and r,,snwct,s ,,, 
, ts rf 1 :Y:.}L .... 

hd-~ only done whi'l/ 1/ .~as the leq:.i1 power to an .,nr1 ha, 
r:,-,mpited with Proper Pract1r.:1s 111 cJ{)lno ,o 

d11rm9 •he /PiJr gave all pe,sons mfe{(,sr,:d ttw 0/)/1or1w1,', '" 

inspect ano ask qu1:st1,ms about tt11s ,111/hont,-s acc0, 11 " 

const<foror! ;md documented :ne fininc1al a11r! Aile "Sk • 
!!ices ·m<i dei'i/1 w!lh them propf>r/y 

,1,,,,r;g~d for a competent person 111dE;pcnd,H1I of tt•<1 fm,H1r;;,1 

l',,.1f"'sft(',i"- a,111 oroccdu•t~s to gtvt> an objective vtvvv on ,,i-notre 
iniemal commls mef:/ the 11eeds of th,s smilllcr ... i,thou· 

responded liJ matrer5 brought t,: ,ts ,1r-tm,11t•11 oy nre ·•13 1 

extema! aucN 

a1sciosor:1 e1101yth111g 1r s/>u;ld havu at,ov: 1ts :.•vsmo.,, -,:r. !; 
dunng he year mclud,ng events taking ola;;;u ah,, It:,, ,u.,, 
end,, relevani 

✓ 

has met ail of tis respo11s1/J1///1e', whwt1 as ~ b', y 
cornorate ii ,s a sole man,19,ng irusu+ of ,i ·,r,;,1 r 
o, trusts 

i=or ,my statement to which the response is 'no' an explanation must be published 

1 :- ~ Annua1 Governance Statement was approved at a 
• eet ng of trie authority on 

11=>Jo6J~o~i 

S,gred by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting whl-.re 

approval was g;ven: 

d ,.,,,. oroed as minule reference· 

Clerk 

Information required by the Transparency Code rnot pan of the Annual Governance StaterPent) 
I v" 'y wet,s1teiwebpage is up to date And the information rf•Qu1red by the Transparency Code has 

ub l"lied 

,,nn. dt Govwr1ance and Accounlab11tly Return 2022/23 Form 2 
,.o ell ~ )llr.c1 1s Internal Orainaae Boards and other Smaller Autt10rihfls 

Yes I No ...... 



Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2022/23 for 

1 t3 .es brm.:oht 
' .. v, r ! 

2 Precept or Rates and 
s 

tt,er receipts 

4 s att cos:s 

s oan mteresvcap1tal 
f' ayments 

ther payments 

7. 

8. 

. ' ' 
·' ,1 • , 1 ,1 • ' , 111 • : 11 , 1! t JVt' dny 

, '1 1 • ' , 1 ' ~ ! , II • r •1 I ', JUft!S ITIUSf 

• l t • ' , j , ; • '/ '\'Ir' 1 ,! 

s1oi1~ 
I 

1>4,1~7 
s,o-co 

I b, q co &'.~ 19 

lb,~b~ 111-...,~oo 

0 C) 

JlJoq~ f>()(llJ 

b~ l«57 -11105 

Total balanC"'S 3nd reserves at the beg m na of th y .a 
AS recorded n the ftnanc,al records Value must r;gree :o 
Box 7 of p.1ev1ous year 

Tot~/ amount of precept for to, IDBs rates and lev e 
received or receivable 111 the year Exclude any g ts 
receIVed 

Total ,ncorne or receipts ,,s recorded 1/1 the ca,;;hbook I ;; 
the precept or ratesltev,es received {/me 2) Include any 
grants re eived 

Total expenditure or payments made t ;i id on bf' 
of all emplore,1s. Include gross sal,mes ar n v.Jg 
employers NI cont11but1ons employer,:; pe11s101 

contrrbut,011s gratwt1es ::md severance payments 

Toral expenditure or payments of cnp1tal ;;nd nter 
macf;, dunng the year on the aulfior1ty s r,orroMnq 

Total expendrture O' pa;ments as recorderl 
book less staff cosrs ( me 4) and loan ntelf•Stl a 
repayments (/me 5) 

Total balances and reserves at the , nrf of tht> year Must 
equal (1+ 2+ 1) (4+5+6) 

The svrn of a// c,,rrenl an<f deposit b,ink c1u u 11 \ 

holdmgs md iiort term mvcst11 ents I Id as ;1 J 1 Marc, 
To agree with bank reconciliation 

T/,1., vai. • of ' the propeny the auth ty v. 
up of all ,ts ft;<ed assets and Ieng 1erm ,n-.,es:rncn . 
31 Mar(.;h 

The outstandmg capital bala•1c:: as at 31 M&r. 
from /fwd parties (111cludmg PWLB) 

. ' 
or managmg Trust , . , 

The flg..,rt'S "' the accounting statements above cJ 
include ;in 1 Trust transc1ct1ons 

~ r. t •tat 'or tne year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting 
en's Tl ths Annual Governance and Accountab1lity 

1 confirm tnat these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date 

h ve nee prupareC! on either a receipts and 
or , orr:e and expend ture oas 5 folloMng the 

d ct in Gc·.ernance and Accountah1hty for Smaller 
t s - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Pmctices 

r ,.., "l' famy the financ1a post11on of this authority 

S•nnorf • Responsible Financial Officer before bemg 
pr .. ~e ,~~d tot e authority for approval 

I b t \... M ,r'-J ?.o 'l...!> 

as recorded n minute reference 

Signed by Ct1a1rrmin of the meeting where the 
Accounting Statements were approv<-➔ 

.)o t"•\~~ ~ 

A al Gove•nance and Accountab11ity Return 2022123 Form 2 
OJnc, s Internal Drainaoe Bo;:irds ;ind other Sm~ller A, 1•hnnt1Pc:; 
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2022/23 
In respect of HATHERLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL - DV0176 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an 
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit 
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website - https://www nao.org.uk/code-audit­
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ 

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound 
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with 
Proper Practices which: 

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and 
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors. 

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022/23 
Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (.A.GAR). 
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our 
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met 

The AGAR has not been approved in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015: 
• The minute references indicate Section 2 was approved before Section 1 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 

None 

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23 
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 
March 2023. 

External Auditor Name 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 

External Auditor Signature fef /1; 11~;01. I.. { / Date 21/08/2023 
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